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SeasonÕs Greetings!  
May the joy and warmth of the holiday season  

be with you and your family for this year  
and the ones to come. 

 
 

BOOKINGS for PARENT-
TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

WELCOME 
 
Being a part of your student’s education 
is key in helping them become 
successful.  There is a direct link 
between student achievement and parent 
involvement in the school.  For this 
reason, we strongly encourage parents to 
have consistent communications with the 
teachers and staff.  
 
Parent-teacher interviews are set for:  
 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 
6:00 Ð 8:00 p.m. 

 
Friday, December 18, 2009 

1:00 Ð 3:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. McKenna will be contacting some 
families to arrange for meetings as per 
the teacher request.  However, to best 
accommodate your schedule, please feel 
free to call the school and set up your 
appointments early.   

 

WINTER REMINDER 

 
With the snowy season upon us, there is a need to 
be equipped with proper winter wear.  Necessary 

outdoor clothing:  

 
¥ Warm winter coat (hoodies are NOT 

sufficient) 
¥ Winter boots 
¥ Mittens / gloves 
¥ Scarves / face cover on windy days 

Students must also have indoor footwear for 
when they remove their boots.  
 

 

IN THE SCHOOLBAG… 
 
Report cards will be coming home on Friday, 
December 11, 2009.  If your student has an 
individualized program plan, the IPP update will be 
accompanying the report cards.   
Please remember to sign and return the letter 
indicating you have read the report card. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       SCHOOL COUNCIL CORNER 
         
  
         Thank you to all those people who helped with the  
    Scholastic Book Fair on November 7, 2009.  As well, thank 
you to everyone who signed up to help with the casino. Our last 
casino netted us over $20 000 in just 2 days.  That is a great deal 
of money made in just a little amount of time.  The student 
planners, 2 SMART boards and other things were bought with 
the last set of funds. We are still looking for a few people to fill 
casino positions.  Please contact Mrs. Thompson in the office if 
you are interested. 
   
Please note that the date for the next School Council 
meeting has been moved to Tuesday, December 8, 2009.  We 
will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the CAPE School lab. See you 
there! If you are unable to attend but still wish to help out, 
please leave your name and number at the front office and we 
will be in touch with you. 
 
 

AFTER SCHOOL 
ALLEY 

In the month of December, 
we are hoping to share a 
number of holiday traditions 
with our children.  Please 
send some notes to Miss 
Bosch about how you 
celebrate various winter 
holidays; Christmas, 
Kwanzaa, Eid, Hannukah, 
etc.  We hope to cover a 
variety of traditions and do 
not want anyone’s 
celebrations left out. 
 

 
 

 
 
We are planning various 
crafts and activities to do 
during the month.  Our 
Christmas party will take 
place on Friday, December 
11, 2009.   
Parents are invited to send a 
snack to share for 
Thursday, December 17, 
2009.   
A reminder that there is no 
care offered on Friday, 
December 18, 2009.  This 
is due to our breaking for 
the holiday season.  We 
will be back to school on 
Tuesday, January 5, 2009. 

CAPE’s CHARITY WORK 
CONTINUES 

Every school year, we select three charities to support; one for 
each term.  Our term 1 charity this year is again the Food Bank.  
During the month of December, Student Council is organizing 
events to collect items of need for the Food Bank.  We are also 
collecting new personal hygiene items to donate to the 
Women’s Shelter. Things we are hoping to collect: 

¥ Non-perishable food items 
¥ New shampoo, soap, bubble bath 
¥ New pyjamas for women and adults 
¥ New toys, school supplies, stuffies 
¥ Books, puzzles, games 
¥ Brushes, combs, wash clothes and towels 
 

Please see the student council boxes for prize information. 
 

    
 
       
                     

HOLIDAY BREAK DATES 
Please note our school will be closed at 3:00 on Friday, 
December 18, 2009, to begin the holiday break.  There is no 
after school care on this day. We are closed on Monday, January 
4, 2010, as a day in lieu of science fair. We will return for 
regular classes on Tuesday, January 5, 2010.  Have a 
wonderful and safe holiday.  We look forward to returning in 
January refreshed and excited about the year to come. 
 

 
    
 
       
                     
 



PETER PAN 
TICKETS 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

The musical presentation of 
Peter Pan will be presented 
in Medicine Hat from 
January 29 – 31st, 2010,  and 
February 3 – 6, 2010.  Miss 
Bosch is one of our staff who 
is cast in this production.  
This is a wonderful family 
event and families are 
encouraged to attend. The 
tickets are now on sale at 
www.tixx.ca. 

 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

 Our Student Council is much excited about their holiday events.  
Much like last year, students are organizing a number of events 
to share good spirit, help others, and enjoy the merriment of the 
coming holiday.  The following list reveals their spirited plans: 

 

December 1 Ð 17, 2009 
Candy-o-grams 

To spread seasonal cheer to others in our school, we will be 
selling candy-o-grams to send cheerful messages to our friends.  
Starting on Tuesday, December 1, students will be able to 
purchase a candy cane message to send to someone else in the 
building. Young students will be given help to write their 
messages.  Each message will cost $1.00 and will be attached to 
a fruit-flavoured candy cane. All sales will be completed on 
Thursday, December 17, and the messages will be delivered on 
the morning of Friday, December 18, 2009.   Any proceeds 
raised from the sales of Candy-O-Grams will be given to the 
Medicine Hat Food Bank. 
 

 
Stack the Sleigh 

Donations of items for the Food Bank or items for the Phoenix 
Safe House (women’s shelter) will be collected until December 
17, 2009.  The class that brings the most items per student will 
win a pizza party from Student Council. Let’s see how high we 
can “stack the sleigh” this year! 

 
 

December 7 Ð 18 
Holiday Sing-a-bration 

Each morning, classes will be treated to a rendition of a 
traditional holiday song.  Each class will be given the 
opportunity to present a group piece. 

 

WEBSITE 
WATCH 

 
Please feel free to visit the 
CAPE website at 
www.capeisgreat.org for 
updates to staffing and 
programs. Homework is 
posted on the website 
regularly.   
 Links to staff, the 
Superintendent, and the 
Board can also be found on 
the website. 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL SPIRIT DAYS 
 

Monday, December 14 
Milk and Cookies Day 

For $1.00, students may buy a carton of milk and 2 cookies.   
Parents are invited to send cookies for this day. 

 

Tuesday, December 15 
Santa and his Elves Day 

A day of legendary fun!  Students are invited to dress like Santa, Mrs. Claus, or an elf.  
 

Wednesday, December 16 
We Wish for a Community Christmas 

Students will make Christmas cards in their classes this day to send to families in need this 
holiday season.  Some cards will go to the Food Bank while others will go the Women’s 

Shelter along with our collected charity items. 

 
Thursday, December 17 

Talent Show  
Starting at 2:00 p.m. students will be performing for their peers in our holiday talent show.  

Students will be asked to sign up in the office and indicate the nature of their act.  As there is a 
limited amount of time, only a certain number of acts will be accepted.  Parents are welcome to 

attend this promising event. 
 

Friday, December 18 
White , Red & Green Day 

Students are invited to dress up in their holiday colors. Cost is $1.00. 

 
Candy-O-Gram Delivery 

 
School-Wide Celebration 

At 10:00 on this day, our school will enjoy a school-wide feast.  Families will be requested to 
send items to share.  This is one of our greatest social events for students young and older. 
 
 
 



Kindergarten 
December 3, 2009       Library   1:45 – 3:30 
December 15, 2009     Safety City Snow and Go presentation 9:00 
                                    Festival of Trees Field Trip 1:00 – 2:30 

Humanities 
In December, the Kindergarten class will be 
learning the letters and letter sounds Gg and 
Oo. Students will explore ways of showing 
caring behaviours and showing appreciation 
for people who care for them. 
 

 

Sciences 
During sciences, we will be focusing on the 
five senses. 
In math, we will be starting a unit on Patterns. 
 

 

 

Grade 1 
As outlined on page 13 in the planners, please ensure your child has indoor runners.   A number 
of students do not have proper indoor shoes and the gym floor is therefore becoming 
unnecessarily dirty and then is hazardous. 
 

                          
 
December 3, 2009            Library   1:45 – 3:30 
December 7 – 11, 2009    Wellness Projects 
December 15, 2009         Safety City Snow and Go presentation 9:45  
                                         Festival of Trees Field Trip 1:00 – 2:30 
 

Humanities 
We will be learning about how people use 
different symbols, landmarks, and clothing to 
recognize how people belong to different 
groups. Students will be writing a winter 
themed story focusing on sticking to one 
concrete idea. 

       
 
The last spelling test before Christmas break 
will be on December 10.  

Sciences 
In the science program, we are focusing on the 
five senses, and the body. 
 

 
In math, we will continue working on patterns 

and measurement. 
 



Grade 2 
December 3, 2009            Library   1:45 – 3:30 
December 7 – 11, 2009    Wellness Projects 
December 15, 2009          Safety City Snow and Go presentation 10:30 
                                         Festival of Trees Field Trip 1:00 – 2:30 

Humanities 
In December, we will be having a review 
spelling test and will be working on centres 
using the review words.  
 
We will continue to have spelling tests until 
the last week of December. The children will 
be taking part in weekly journal writing, 
creative writing exercises and choral reading of 
Christmas poems.  We will be completing 
some Christmas activities as well this month.   
 
In Social Studies, we will learn about the 
Native tribes that lived around Medicine Hat.  
We will plan a field trip to the “Legacy 
Room”, to make bannock and write a legend. 

 

Sciences 
This month in grade 2 Sciences we will be 
continuing our study on boats.  We will be 
creating and adapting boats to see what makes 
a boat float.   

 
We will also continue to work on fact families 
and begin fractions in math.  Winter projects 
and Christmas math centres will also be part of 
this month’s activities. 

 

Grade 3 
December 3, 2009            Library   1:45 – 3:30 
December 7 – 11, 2009    Wellness Projects 
December 15, 2009          Safety City Snow and Go presentation 11:15 
                                          Festival of Trees Field Trip 1:00 – 2:30 

Humanities 
We will be doing a number of activities in our study of 
Customs and Traditions 
-writing short seasonal or Christmas skits 
-short skits acting out holiday songs or poems 
-health: study of nutrition and making some simple, nutritious 
foods 
-PE: snowman building game/race using materials other than 
snow if snow is not available 
-seasonal fun: Christmas and New Year's stories/poems, 
music, and art 

 
 

Sciences 
This month in grade 3 Sciences 
we will be starting a unit on 
sound and working on addition 
and subtraction.  
 

 

 



Grade 4/5A 
December 7 – 11, 2009    Wellness Projects 

Humanities 
The 4/5As will be working on putting 
showcase portfolios together and 
wrapping up their novel study of Shadows of 
Disaster with a major project. 
The 4A social group will be completing the 
Foothills and Canadian Shield regions of 
Alberta and creating a seasonal calendar. 
Mrs. Gordon’s Alberta group will be moving 
onto the Parkland region. 
The 5A social group will be working on 
completing one more region of Canada before 
the break: the Arctic.  The large format maps 
will be caught up to have all studied regions 
completed on the maps. 

 

Sciences 
The 4A students are finishing the unit on 
waste. The end project for this unit is for the 
students to create a game only using recycled 
materials. The group will be starting the next 
unit "Wheels and Levers" in the new year.  
Students are working on the unit of multiplying 
and dividing in math using large numbers. It is 
encouraged that parents work with students on 
their weekend math problems as they are 
assignments that encourage critical thinking. 
Students are marked on participation of these 
assignments. 

 
The 5A group will be finishing their study of 
weather.  To bring both the 4A and 5A groups 
together, a study of global warming will be 
done through the video analysis of  ‘An 
Inconvenient Truth’.  The 5A group will also 
be continuing their study of mathematic 
expressions and equations with order of 
operations. 
 

 

Grade 4/5B 
December 7 – 11, 2009    Wellness Projects 

Humanities 
We will be doing a number of activities 
in our study of Customs, Traditions, and 
Integrative studies 
-writing short seasonal or Christmas 
skits 
-short skits acting out holiday songs or 
poems 
-health: study of nutrition and making 
some simple, nutritious foods 
-PE: snowman building game/race using 
materials other than snow if snow is not 
available 
-seasonal fun: Christmas and New 
Year's stories/poems, music, and art 
 

Sciences 
Students are finishing up their unit in electricity and 
magnetism and will start the next unit in the new 
year. Over the Christmas holidays, the students will 
have an assignment on reading the electric meter at 
their home. Students will have to read the meter daily 
and record their findings. Please help students with 
this as most of them are not sure where the meter is 
located. A booklet will be sent home at the start of the 
break with all of the instructions.  
Students are working on a measurement unit as well 
as practicing multiplying and dividing. Students are 
encouraged to practice their multiplication and 
dividing skills at least 10 min. every night.  
 



 

Grade 6A/B 
December 14 – 18     Wellness Projects 

Humanities 
We will be beginning our study of Ancient 
Athens. This will include studying its 
geography, history, myths, gods and goddesses 
and contributions to the development of 
democracy, medicine, law, the Olympics, 
economics and strategies of war.   

 
Language arts will focus on the same period of 
time, but will focus on the myths associated 
with the gods and goddesses. The study will 
include art projects and drama in the form of 
readers' theatre. 

 

Sciences 
As December begins, we are continuing to 
move through the numbers strand working 
with lowest common multiples,  
greatest common factors, prime numbers, and 
composite numbers. When this unit is finished, 
we will use the acquired information  
in our study of fractions. 
We are continuing to build on the knowledge 
gained in the Air and Aerodynamics unit and 
how it applies to the Flight unit. Students will 
be creating parachutes, a variety of paper 
airplanes, and hot air balloons. They will be 
expected to apply various principles to the 
process by which these devices fly, as well as 
to use the scientific method to revamp their 
original designs. 

 

 

Grade 7/8A 
December 14 – 18     Wellness Projects 

Humanities 
In Social Studies, we have just finished 
looking at the purpose that colonies served 
European countries, the similarities and 
differences between French and British 
colonies, impacts of colonization on the 
First Nations, and the key individuals of the 
colony of New France.  Next, we will be 
learning about the fur trade and the roles 
that the French, British, First Nations, and 
Metis peoples played.  

 

Sciences 
As December begins, the 7A students will be 
working with fractions, decimals, and percents. 
They will be learning how to represent these 
values with interchange notations.  Students will 
also be continuing to expand on their prior 
knowledge of adding, subtracting, dividing and 
multiplying of these forms. Finally, students will 
be looking at a variety of applications for 
fractions, decimals, and percents. 
The 8A students will return to their study of 
fractions. They will build upon their prior 
knowledge of multiplying and dividing fractions. 
Students will also be working with mixed 
numerals and improper fractions. Finally, they 
will gain experience with operations using 
fractions. 
 



7/8A Continued 
 
In Language Arts, we are comparing and 
contrasting several versions of the classic 
fairy tale Cinderella.  The students have just 
been instructed on how to write a 
compare/contrast essay and will be writing 
their own essay comparing/contrasting 2 
different versions of Cinderella.  Before the 
Christmas break, the students will start 
reading “Shadows on Hawthorn Bay” by 
Janet Lunn and complete literature circle 
discussions and activities.  “Shadows on 
Hawthorn Bay”, winner of the Governor 
General’s Award for Children’s Literature, 
is a novel which ties in to our study of 
Canadian history in Social Studies.  It is an 
historical tale of a Scottish girl journey to 
Upper Canada and her struggles with 
pioneer life. 
 

7/8A Continued 
 
In science, students are just putting the finishing 
touches on the heat unit. Students will be using 
the knowledge they have acquired during this unit  
to determine ways of increasing the efficiency of 
some of the older homes in the area.  
Upon completion of the heat unit, we will move 
onto our study of structures and forces. The first  
experiment in this unit will see the students 
building a protective enclosure that will allow a 
raw egg to withstand being dropped 3 meters.  
 

 

 
 

Grade 7/8B 
December 14 – 18     Wellness Projects 

Humanities 
In social studies, we will be completing our 
study of the Renaissance by determining how it 
still  affects us today. In language arts, we will 
conclude this study with the creation of 
individual biographies of important figures of 
this time.  We will conclude with the creation  
of an art project in the style of an artist alive 
during the Renaissance. 

Sciences 
Students are exploring the number line with 
integers, and beginning algebra.  The 
Light and Optics unit is now complete and 
students have begun their study of Machine 
Systems. This month students will study 
simple machines, work, and mechanical 
advantage, as well as, gears and pulley 
systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL-WIDE DATES 
 
 
Tuesday, December 1, 2009  Pizza 73 presents world famous pizza thrower 2:30 

Friday, December 11, 2009    Report cards distributed 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.   Parent teacher interviews 

Friday, December 18, 2009     10:00   School-wide Potluck Feast 
     Dismiss for Christmas break 12:00 
     No after school care 
     1:00 – 3:00  Parent teacher interviews 

Tuesday, January 5, 2010  Return to classes 8:40 a.m. 
      

 



If snowy holidays are not your idea of seasonal bliss, then think warm thoughts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sunny Day Adventure by Leila, Christopher, Ellis, and Bayleigh  

       It was 3 o’clock in the afternoon on a sunny, warm day in June. Korlen was driving 
his friend, Jess’, car when suddenly they had a flat tire. Korlen stopped the car. They were 
right beside the dump so they decided to go look for a spare tire.  
    When they were looking for a tire, they found a spaceship. It was yellow and black 
and all split apart. They decided to repair the spaceship. Korlen said, " Let's fix it and go up 
into space."  
       Jess told Korlen that he had found some spare pieces of metal by the spaceship, over 
by an old sofa. They lifted up the metal pieces and looked them over. The metal had to be 
sorted into piles that they could use. They would use curved pieces and flat pieces and tin 
pieces.  
       The boys decided to take all the pieces and the spaceship home with them. How 
would they carry the ship? They had to fix their flat tire still so they left the dump and went 
to a tire shop and bought a new tire. While they were at the shop, they bought a trailer, too.  
       Then they went back to the car and fixed the flat tire. They hooked the trailer to their 
car and drove into the dump to pick up the spaceship and all of the metal pieces.  
       After loading the spaceship and the extra metal, Jess and Korlen drove to Jess' house 
and put the spaceship in his garage.  It just fit.  
       They didn't want to tell anyone else about the spaceship, so they ate their supper out 
in the garage. After working for eight hours, they were very tired. It was time to go to bed.   
       Korlen phoned his parents and asked them if he could stay with Jess. They said yes.  
       The next morning, the boys ate breakfast quickly in the garage because they wanted 
to get to work on the spaceship. They worked for five hours and had the spaceship going in 
no time.   
       It was time to take it for a ride. The boys put the spaceship on the trailer and towed 
it back to the dump to launch it. That way no one could see it.  At first, they didn't know 
how to start the spaceship. They remembered that they needed to put gas in it. Korlen went 
to the car and took all the gas out of the car and put it in a gas can to carry back to the 
spaceship. Jess poured the gas into the spaceship.  
       The boys launched the spaceship and it flew really fast and made a figure eight in 
the sky. Then the ship flew straight up into space. All the boys could see were stars.  
      As they flew through space, the boys undid their seat belts and floated free. All of a 
sudden, they looked out the window and saw a dark, huge, black hole in space. They flew 
right through it.   
       When they came through the hole, they found another space ship. It blew up their 
spaceship. The boys opened their parachutes and fell down into the ocean.  
       They swam for half an hour and got to shore. The boys ran back home very quickly. 
It was dark and cold by the time they got there. They felt happy to be home and sad because 
their new spaceship blew up.  

     



 

Reminder for Skating 
Skating for students starts in January.  In order for students to safely be on the ice, they must 
have an approved helmet for skating.  Bike helmets are NOT sufficient.   

   
While we are able to share helmets, this limits the time that students are on the ice.  It has come 
to our attention that some students also do not have skates.  Again, sharing is an issue, but 
renting skates is an inexpensive way for students to either learn how to skate or enjoy developing 
their skills.  Two places that rent skates are: 

¥ Sports Connection - 403-529-6130: rents skates for $8/day or $15/week 
¥ HSB Sports - 403-526-6904: rents skates for $5/day or $15/week 

 
All skating times are booked for the Medicine Hat Arena which is within walking distance of the 
school.  Should the temperatures be extreme, or the wind chill be high, then students will be 
bussed.  However, students should plan to walk and be prepared with warm winter clothing: 
mittens or gloves, winter coat, toque, boots, etc.  Students who are not dressed appropriately 
must remain at school as being dressed insufficiently is a safety hazard in extreme temperatures. 
Skating times for each group are as follows: 
   
Kindergarten & Grade 1 

¥ January 12, 2010     1:45 pm to 2:30 pm  
¥ January 18, 2010     1:45 pm to 2:30 pm  
¥ January 26, 2010     10:00 am to 11:00 am  
¥ February 1, 2010      2:00 pm to 3:00 pm  

  
Grades 2 & 3 

¥ January 15, 2010     9:00 am to 10:00 am  
¥ January 19, 2010     11:15 am to 12:15 pm  
¥ January 26, 2010     9:00 am to 10:00 am  
¥ February 1, 2010     1:00 pm to 2:00 pm Arena 

 
Grades 4 & 5 

¥ January 15, 2010     10:00 am to 11:00 am  
¥ January 19, 2010     12:15 pm to 1:15 pm  
¥ January 28, 2010     9:00 am to 10:00 am  
¥ February 2, 2010     1:15 pm to 2:15 pm  

 
Grades 6 - 8 
               January 15, 2010     11:00 am to 12;00 pm  
               January 19, 2010     1:15 pm to 2:15 pm  
               January 28, 2010     10:00 am to 11:00 am  
               February 2, 2010     1:15 pm to 2:15 pm  
 

 



Handbook of Language and Literacy Development: A Roadmap from 0 to 60 Months 
Edited by Linda M. Phillips, PhD 

 
An evidence-based reference and guide for researchers, parents and caregivers to the milestones for children’s 
development in the areas of: Auditory, Narrative, Reading, Speech-Language, Spelling and Writing, Social-

Emotional, Vision, Computer Use, Children’s Literature and Numeracy. 
 

Childrens’ language and literacy skills evolve under the influence of multiple factors both within each child and 
within the environment. 

 
The resources created by the Roadmap combine the best of what is known about each of the relevant factors and 

their interactions to provide the big picture of how children’s abilities as language and literacy learners develop from 
infancy onwards. 

 
For more information visit: www.theroadmap.ca 

  
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, November 25, 2009 

I want to first thank you for taking the time to write me about how you value education. I have always encouraged 
thoughtful advocacy for education and have no desire to ever discourage it, especially at this critical time. Indeed, 
over the past year, we have had several broad public discussions about the value and future of education (including 
Inspiring Education, Setting the Direction for Special Education, and Speak Out Alberta). WeÕve also engaged 
organizations like the teachersÕ association and the school boardsÕ association in the most extensive pre-budget 
discussions ever held. 

In recent months, I have had hundreds of conversations and received thousands letters and emails from concerned 
Albertans who, like you and I, believe that learning is the foundation on which a vibrant and prosperous future is 
built. 

These conversations illustrate one thing: that the overwhelming majority of Albertans ! not just those with children 
in school ! want to ensure the children of Alberta have access to the highest quality education possible. It is 
unfortunate that this deep-seated appreciation for education often only comes to the forefront when some believe it 
is threatened. 

Regardless of the circumstances that have prompted it, this galvanizing of public opinion presents us with a unique 
opportunity to engage AlbertaÕs families and communities in preparing for the future of learning. We have the focus, 
energy and desire to chart a different course for education, now and in the decades to come. We can do that by 
demonstrating the same attributes we wish to instill in AlbertaÕs children: creativity, problem solving, collaboration 
and cooperation. 

Inspiring Education has signaled that education is not the preserve of any one segment of society. Learning does not, 
and cannot, stand apart from our families and communities. We all invest in the education system and we all benefit 
from it. And we all have a responsibility for ensuring that it does what we need it and want it to do for our children. 

Our governmentÕs appreciation of the importance of learning is clear. We are dedicated to ensuring that each and 



every student can learn to his or her fullest extent, without exception. You do not need to take my word about our 
commitment Ð the respected British magazine The Economist has noted that "over the past 30 years Alberta has 
quietly built the finest public education system in Canada." 

I firmly believe that one of the key reasons why AlbertaÕs education system does so well is that we embrace change 
and adapt to new circumstances. That is why our discussions must not be about how much time or money we have, 
but what we do with it. Education is, of course, one of the best investments we can make in our future Ð and with 
that comes the obligation to use that money where it will make the biggest difference for students. What is a great 
system today, recognized around the world, will not meet the test of tomorrow. 

I know personally how hard our teachers work. My wife is a principal, my son is a Grade 3 teacher, my sister was a 
teacher, and my mother was a teacher. I am the last person who would ask them to do more and more with no 
additional support. However, in my time as Minister, I have seen first-hand many cases where using time and money 
in different, better ways has changed studentsÕ and teachersÕ lives. 

For example, a teacher participating in the Emerge One-to-One Laptop program told me that she felt re-energized 
and was delaying retirement because she had rediscovered what teaching was truly about. In another case, the entire 
community in a small town told me that their mental health project had made such a difference to their students, 
schools and neighbourhoods that they would not want to go back to the way they worked before. 

To me, the lesson is clear: thinking through how we use our resources in education and changing what we do if it 
means our teachers and school staff will be better able to do their work and, most importantly, that their students are 
better able to fulfill their potential. 

However, our teachers cannot do their work alone. The personal contributions of citizens like you are critical to our 
success. You can volunteer in a school, or your business can provide a hands-on learning experience for a student. 
You can become a mentor and a role model. You can join your local school council and make your thoughts and 
ideas for improvement known. You can connect with your school trustees to help them meet the needs of your 
family and build your community, or you can seek the nomination to run in trustee elections next fall.  

As we look at what the next twenty years will bring, letÕs not lose this moment of opportunity. LetÕs commit to 
putting all our energies into giving our students the best possible learning experiences. 

I look forward to hearing your ideas about how we can make a real difference in education. 

LetÕs start the change now. 

Dave Hancock Q.C. 
Minister of Education 
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